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Hello Auxiliary Members,

It's March! Happy St. Patrick’s Day month to you all! It may be March but
still talk about Christmas!!! We have 21 more Sundays to still celebrate
Christmas.

For midwinter we was honored to have our Central Division Vice President
with us Ann Rehbein. | was happy to see everyone there and missed those
that couldn’t be there. The Leadership Workshop and Membership Lunch-
eon was a great turn out, Members that was dressed up you looked great!
Thanks to Dr. Rosemary Thomas for her "Crisis in Leadership” session.
Thank you to membership team! A big hand to the distinguished guest com-
mittee.

Now we're getting ready to be traveling to our spring conferences and birth-
day dinners. If you have something planned and want me there let me know.
Membership in our state goal is 4935, we have 3911 percentage of 79.25%,
in our Department we have the Candy Canes are in the lead with 83.33% and
the Gingerbread is 77.61%. Keep doing what we all do best. We till have 3
units 10 and under let’stry and get them up.

Congratulations to those units that made 100% goal they are: Shinnston #31,
Milton #139, and Charles Town #71.

My special project is Christmas Veteran Gift Shops and any donations will
help. Currently we have $2,730.00. Thank you to all that donated and
continue donating.

I will leave you al with this quote: “Christmasisn’t just aday, it'sa

frame of mind.” Until next month, Thank your veterans and be kind to each
other.

For God & Country

Savanna Kauffman

Department President
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Department Headquarters

Mission Statement

In the spirit of service, not Self, the mis-
sion of the American Legion Auxiliary is
to support The American Legion and
honor the sacrifice of those who serve by
enhancing the lives of our veterans,
military, and their families, both at home
and abroad. For God and Country, we
advocate for veterans, educate our citi-
zens, mentor our youth, and promote
patriotism, good citizenship, peace and
security.

Mandatory Funds: (Unit General
Fund)- Bonding ($5.00), Education
(Scholarship), & Girls State Project
(any amount the unit can afford);

Unit Welfare Fund - Veterans Welfare
Fund (any amount the unit can afford),
& 10% of Poppy Proceeds.

M ember ship: Award—10 Plus3in
2023—Recruit 10 New Senior Members
and 3 New Junior members. New mem-
bers must be entered and paid in ALA-
MIS by June 1, 2023. Forms must be
received at ALA NHQ by June 3, 2023.
One entry per recruiter.

There was a dues increase voted on and
passed at National Convention in August
2022. Thisincrease will go into effect
for the 2024 year. National dues was
increased by $6.00 per diem. This
means that units will need to send atotal
of $25.00 for National and Department
per diem for 2024 year. Nationa will be
looking at different ways to cut costs, so
another increase will not happen for a
couple of years. Units need to increase
their dues for the 2024 year.

Junior memberswho turn 18 yrs. old
before January 1st of the member ship
year are consider ed Senior members.
Please take notice of their status Na-
tional has marked on your roster. DO
NOT change status!

If your unit has old applications with
great granddaughters on them, they need
to be destroyed. Department will return
any of the old applications that have
been marked great granddaughter. If you
need new applications please call or
email the office.

Itis pasttime for you to do your 990N
postcard. Please remit to IRS and send
Department a copy—Thanks!

Note—Unit Member of the Y ear isto be
sent to the Leadership Chairperson, not
Past Presidents Parley.

Websiteisupdated!! New Standing
Rulesis posted, Award Manual, Schol-
arship form, Americanism essay, Year-
end reportsand Poppy order form are
all there. Call if you need printed pro-
grams.

The 2024 Unit Membership Data Forms
have either been mailed or emailed to ALL
UNITS. Please observe the return date of
April 15, 2023.

What is your Unit’s official mailing ad-
dress that National has? Please submit
your official address to Department for
update.

New members—when sending in a new
application please make sure they are com-
plete. If you are unable to read a new ap-
plication, how am | suppose to read it.
Please clarify illegible writing. The ON-
LY time that the unit secretary can sign an
application iswhen afemale veteran is
joining under herself—No Exceptions!
Applications will be returned.

Just a small note; Post and Unit may meet
on the same day. They just do not hold
their business session together.

Reminder—Y our membership is through
the Unit not the Post.

Department Headquarters

Office Hours
Monday-Friday
9:30am-3:30pm

Phone 304-845-7410
Fax: 304-845-9426
alawvsec@frontier.com

Department Address:
2172 Grandview Road
Moundsville, WV 26041

Department Website:
WWW.WVaUX.org

Rhododendron Girls State Website
WWW.wWvgirlsstate.org

The American Legion
Department of WV
wvlegion@suddenlinkmail.com

American Legion Auxiliary
National Website
ALAforveterans.org

Those of you who wish to run for a
Department office may send in your
endorsement at thistime.

Endorsements for 2023-2024

President Debbie Michael
2nd Vice Kimberly Mellie
Sec/Treas. Susan Brown
Historian April Wallace

Mail Call

Beverly Ann Kile, wife on Bill Kile,
NEC passed away on Friday, January
20th. Cards may be sent to the family
at;

Bill Kile & family

PO Box 307

Petersburg WV 26847

Past Department Commander George
Sinkewitz passed away on Wednes-
day, February 1st. Cards may be sent
to the family at;
Charlotte Sinkewitz & Family
1932 Washington Avenue
Huntington WV 25704

Please keep Beth Kilgore in your
prayers—Thinking of you/Get Well
cards maybe sent to:

Beth Kilgore

3609 Hughes St

Huntington WV 25704




“Christmas 365 around the World”

Membership Chairman

Department 1st Vice President

Department 2nd Vice President

Hello everyone

To those who came to Mid-Winter
hope you had a great time. We have 3
Goal Units Charlestown #71, Milton
#139 and Shinnston #31 congratul a-
tions, go Candy Canes. We need 4935
to make Goal for WV we have 3981
which leaves us with 954 more to go.
We are so close and their are more
Units close to 100%. So let’s go
WV. Remember call or send acard to
those who haven't paid their dues for
this year or even aphone call. Maybe
aluncheon to try and get them to pay
their duesinvite those who might
want to join. Always be happy and
cheerful. Be positive when talking to
those who haven't paid and to those
you want to join. Explain to them all
the things we do for our Veterans and
their family’s ,and also the communi-
ty. Also let me here from the Unit
Membership chairperson on how you
are doing and if you need help. The
District Vice have been call so please
respond to them. Asthey have to give
areport also.

For God and country
Sharon Kauffman
Membership Chairperson

District Spring Meetings

First District—April 23rd @ Marne Unit
#28 Post home, New Martinsville

Third District—March 4th @ Shinnston
Post #31, Shinnston

Fourth District—April 16th @ Pt. Pleas-
ant Post #23, Pt. Pleasant

Fifth District—February 25th @ Hun-
tington Post #16, Huntington

Sixth District - April 22nd @ Welch #8

Tenth District—March 25th @ Charles
Town Post #71, Charles Town

Hello to all!

What a wonderful time at Mid-winter. It
was o great seeing al of you that | only
see afew timesayear.

| am so proud of our 3rd, 5th and 10th
district “Candy Canes’! Y ou have done
awonderful job in membership. We
have a couple of unitsthat are struggling,
but most are doing really well. Don’t
giveup. Keep asking...Keep trying.
Let’s give President Savanna 100%!

We have one 100% plus in each of our
districts. A big congratulationsto 3rd
District... Shinnston # 31...5th District
Milton #139 and ...10th District Charles
Town# 71. Great jobl!!

Thank you to all the members who
proudly wore their “Candy Cane” attire.
Y ou Rock!!!

If | can help you in any way, please con-
tact me.

Hugs!

Debbie Michael

Department 1st Vice
katndebbie@gmail.com

€ 304-839-7721 304-258-2705

How many of you are still amped up
from the Mid-Winter Conference at
Oglebay? It was such agreat meeting
and thank you to President Savannafor a
wonderful time and to Dr, Rosemary
Thomas for such an excellent leadership
presentation. The weekend was topped
off by avisit from Central Division Vice
President, Ann Rehbein, and she was
such ajoy to get to know!

Let'stalk about membership... we have
to keep pushing member renewal's and
do not forget about your junior mem-
bers! If you are planning any spring
events, you may want to also incorporate
amembership drive aswell. Remember,
if you host an event with children, you
can not only sign up the parents, but
potentially identify junior members!
Now, for the leaderboard... DRUM
ROLL please!

District 1: Newell #114 with 93.75%
Disgtrict 4: Tyler County #48 with
88.10%

Digtrict 6: Richwood #97 with 93.33%
Congratulations to all units who are at
75% or more as you all have reached the
3rd target before March 15th!

Asthe Gingerbread team, we are 77.61%
of goa and | am confident that we can
reach 100% with everyone's desire and
determination! Please let me know how |
can help you and | look forward to cele-
brating our success at the department
meeting in July!

Laura Clark

Department 2nd Vice President
304-939-3607
laurakclark716@gmail.com




4th District Vice President

5th District Vice President

10th District Vice President

Hello all!

Spring is amost here and we have had
some beautiful daysfor February. |
hope you al have enjoyed them as
much as | have. | also hope you had a
“Sweet” Valenting's Day. Our District
President, Patsy Greiner brought back
news from the Mid-Winter Conference
to share with us at Unit #15
Parkersburg. Each Unit has probably
received the new Membership Dues
Formsfor 2024. Please fill those out
and return them before the deadline. If
possible, try to donate to your local
Food Pantries/Food Banks. It seems
they arereally struggling right now
with food items low on their shelves.
Also, they always appreciate any volun-
teering you can provide to them. Strive
to come up with ideas to provide for our
Veterans and show our appreciation for
what they have done and keep doing for
us every day!

District 4 is at 80.87% Membership
goals.

The membership target sheet dated Feb-
ruary 16, 2023, isasfollows:
Parkersburg #15 is at 88.06 %, Spencer
#21isat 72.41%, Pt. Pleasant #23 is at
82.82%, Tyler County #48 is at
88.10%, Sistersville #67 is at 35.71%,
New Haven #140 is at 79.72%, and
Williamstown #159 is at 73.03 %. |
wanted to congratulate Tyler County on
their paid membership last month but
was not ableto send in an article so |
wanted to tell them now, “ Great job!”
Hopefully Sistersville will bring their
percentage paid up next month with the
reminders for dues payments that were
mailed this month. Thank you and
please continue to work to get members
paid and bring in 10 New Members and
3 Juniorsfor thisyear’sgoal.

Stay safe and healthy!

PAM HARMON
District 4 Vice President

Hello 5th District! | missed so many
of you at the Mid-Winter Conference
and | look forward to catching up at
our Spring District meeting! | am so
proud of thisdistrict and all of you
who are working so hard on your
membership goals. Let's celebrate
our Top 3 units by percentage of goal
as of February 16th.

3rd Place Huntington #16: 80.14%
2nd Place: Barboursville Unit #177:
93.18%

1st Place: Milton #139: 101.75%
CONGRATULATIONS Barbours-
ville for already reaching goal! | am
so incredibly proud of you and your
achievements! | will be reaching out
to all unitsto schedule atime to con-
nect and possibly attend a meeting in
the near future.

For God & Country,

Laura Clark

5th District Vice President
304-939-3608
laurakclark716@gmail.com

6th District Vice President

Hello to our District 6 members. Hop-
ing everyone had a wonderful Vaen-
tine’s Day. | hope that the groundhog’s
prediction doesn’t bring harsh weather
to us. Just remember only afew more
weeks |eft of winter. May the spring
flower bud soon.

Hope those that were able to attend
enjoyed the Mid-Winter Conference,
sorry | missed it. | heard that it wasa
great success.

Our Units should be exploring candi-
dates for Girls State and also work on
recruiting for new members.

Our April 1st, 2023 membership target
is 75% of all dues collected.

Dates to remember are:

State Convention July 13-15, 2023
Huntington Hilton

Girls State - June 11-16, 2023 at Davis-
Elkins College, Elkins, WV

Hope al of you have an enjoyable St.
Patrick’s Day. Look for the pot of
gold— buy your ALA lottery ticket.
Stay safe.

Pray for Our Country

Mary Spence

Vice President

District 6

What a wonderful time Mid-Winter
was. It was so nice to see every-

one. Congratulationsto all that re-
ceived awards, Congratulations to Unit
71 Charlestown for already hitting
goa. Great Job. There are so many
units that are getting very close, keep
it up. We are 3rd place in the Country,
we are doing awesome this year so
much further than we were last

year. Franklin, Unit 30 we need those
paid memberships, thisis very im-
portant to keep your charter. Every
unit in District 10 should have re-
ceived their reminder to pay their
dues, please get these out to your un-
paid members. We want to try for

1st place in the country, | know some
members have stated to me that they
are not getting the renewal from Na-
tional, we need to do our part and help
them. A friendly phone call reminder
may help aswell. Hope to see every-
one at the Spring Conference on
March 25th held at Charlestown Unit
71. Our meeting starts at 8:30, at
these conferences and conventions, we
learn and get alot of information to
take back to our units. Pleaseif you
are able come. | am always hereto
help please fed freeto contact meif
you need me.

Thank you

Jill Davis

10th District Vice President




3rd District President

4th District President

10th District President

Congratulations on a wonderful show-
ing of people from Morgantown Unit
174...Candy Canes were well repre-
sented at Mid-Winter! They have al-
most met their goal aswell. Keep up
the awesome work. Shinnston has also
met their goal! What a wonderful
group of people!

Third District Spring Conference will
be held March 4th at Shinnston! There
will also be aMemoria Service for
deceased members so please get that
information to our District Chaplain
Lizabeth Turner bwt5225@gmail.com
or to me kmellie@comcast.net. Please
plan there as we need to vote on new
officers and changes to the By-

Laws. The support for the comfort
drive, silent auction and President Sa-
vanna's Christmas 365 was su-

perb! Remember to do what you can to
help a veteran or their family.

Kim Méellie

District 3 President

Chaplain

A huge thank you to Peggy Miller and
the Gary Unit 38 for the Prayer

Book! It will be presented to President
to President Savanna along with the
State Prayer Book in Huntington!

| thoroughly enjoyed present the POW-
MIA and the Four Chaplain ceremonies
at Mid-Winter.

Thanks to everyone who attended. The
Church service warmed my

heart! Thank you to the wonderful
voice of Mr. Buchanan for starting the
songs!

Please send me the names of any de-
ceased members as we will do aMe-
morial Servicein July.
kmellie@comcast.net

If | leaned nothing else....keep God in
your heart and mind and life will be
Amazing!

May the Power of God be with you
always.

For God and Country

Kim Méellie

Department Chaplain

Greetings

“Christmas 365 around the World” is
President Savanna s theme for the
2022-2023 year. Those words never
meant more to me than on February
11, 2023, when we participated in the
Department Mid-Winter Conference
at beautiful Oglebay Park in Wheel-
ing, WV. The weather was bit nippy
up on the hill but the sunshine was
brilliant!

| am always honored and proud to
participate in American Legion activi-
ties. We get a chance to spend time
with old friends and comrades and to
make new friends.

President Savanna has chosen out-
standing program chairmen. We got
to actively participate in several pro-
grams. We laughed alot, we learned
more about patriotism and American-
ism. We saluted our Veterans, both
past and present. We got to enjoy the
company of several Junior members.
District meetings and elections will be
held soon. Take time to recognize
members who have served as men-
tors. Welcome new membersin the
“Spirit of Service Not Self”. For God
and Country we will honor the sacri-
fices of our veterans, military and
their families.

Remember—If you love your free-
dom, Thank a Veteran

Patsy Greiner

4th District President
(304) 295-8844 (home)
(304) 483-8296 (cell)
patsygirl2@gmail.com

As we begin to spring forward let us
leave all negativity behind and push
forward to the things that matter
most, God, Family, Veterans, Coun-
try, Y outh and Community.
Mid-winter conference was very
informative and | never regret going
and learning. Every timel attend a
conference | learn something new.
Thank you to everyone that put so
much work into presenting the
things needed for a successful or-
ganization.

| ponder the fact that when | wasin
school (many years ago, | might
add) we did not hear of Girl State
but | sit in those sessions listening to
the great opportunity and get alittle
teary eyed wishing | could have
gone. | encourage all Unitsto think
on sending as many as you can to
this wonderful learning week at Da-
vig/Elkins campus June 11-16.
Thank you to everyone that pro-
motes our organization and stays on
top of membership to help us grow
in strength and numbers. Together
we can make a difference.

Don't forget about Spring Confer-
ence in Charles Town, March 25,
2023. Get your registration in early
so you have a vote on any items that
come up.

God Blessyou all

Diana Teter

District 10 President




NEC

Americanism

Constitution & Bylaws

It was so good to see all who attended
the Midwinter Conference at Oglebay
Resort in Wheeling!

Our Distinguished Guest was CDNVP
Ann Rehbein from the Department of
lowa. Thank you West Virginiafor
showing her awonderful time while
here!  Ann gave us greetings from our
National President Vickie Koutz. She
emphasized President Vickie's Special
Project Creative Arts, and our POW/
MIA'sthat are still missing. Thanksto
other members of the Distinguished
Guest Committee, Cathy Post and Rhon-
daBest, for making Ann'svisit a pleasant
one.

The Upcoming event for our National
President is the DC Conference held at
the end of February. Among other items
on her agenda will be Veterans Affairs
and Rehabilitation concern. Auxiliary
Department Chairmen who attend the DC
Conference will discuss this concern with
their senators on the hill.

Paulette Anderson
National Executive Committeeperson

Contact the schoolsin your area and
tell them about the Americanism essay!
The theme for this year is, “What does
Patriotism mean to you?’ The essay
must consist of a cover sheet, word
requirements based on grade level, a
sponsoring ALA unit, and then units
must pick a dateto haveit judged and
sent to me by April 1st! For oneto be
selected and turned in to Nationals by
April 15th. Winners will receive $50
and then $50 donation in the student's
name to go to the Children of Warriors
National Presidents’ Scholarship fund.

Katie Beth Caudill
Americanism Chairperson
Unit 16, Huntington

| hope every Unit and District have at
least reviewed their governing docu-
ments. These are important docu-
ments that govern your Unit or Dis-
trict and need reviewed every year to
assure they are up to date. It doesn't
mean they need changed every year,
but reviewed in case changes need
made.

Remember to refer to each within
that document/section. Meaning don't
cross them. For example in the By-
laws don't state how your Constitu-
tion is changed, nor in your Constitu-
tion state how your Bylaws are
changed.

Lisa Cadwallader, Chair
Lisac.ALA71@gmail.com

Junior Activities

National Security

Educations

Department and National Scholarships
were due by March 1st.

Hopefully individuals have taken ad-
vantage. | did receive one Junior
Member Loyalty Scholarship at Mid-
Winter and will forward that to the
National Education Committee
Chair. Best of Luck to the young la-
dy! Please forward me the Scholar-
ships as our Education Committee
needs to judge them. My email is
kmellie@comast.net.

Remember it takes avillage to raise
our children today!

Kim Méllie

Education Chairperson

The Juniors met on Saturday, February
10 at Mid-Winter Conference. We had
four Junior members present. Patsy
Greiner had the honor of pinning her
granddaughter Emily Tallman Honor-
ary Junior President. Special thanksto
Peggy Swartz and April Tallman for
assisting with the Juniors (I think they
had as much fun as the girls did)!
Emily opened her meeting and the Jun-
ior's went across the hall to help with
pack the comfort items and distribute to
the various VA hospitals, Veterans
Home, Fisher House and Nursing
Home.

They received National President Vicki
Koutz' s pin as well asa POW/MIA
bracelet. We learned about the poppy
and made a poppy bracelet aswell asa
poppy pin. We talked about the mean-
ing of a POW/MIA and conducting a
meeting.

The girls made and presented Valen-
tine’s for the Auxiliary and specia Val-
entine' s for our Department President
Savanna and our special guest Central
Division Nationa Vice President Ann
Rehbein.

They had an informative and fun meet-
ing and can’t wait to attend the next
Junior meeting!

Lynda Lancaster-Loyd

Junior Activities Chairperson

| am looking forward to reading your
National Security End of Year Re-
ports. Please make sure you put every-
thing your unit has done on thisre-
port. Remember, to try for a Department
Plaque you will need to do a narrative to
include your unit's name and number,
Chairman's name, and member-
ship. Don't forget to include the yearend
report with this narrative. Include pic-
tures.

I will forward the best report onto
National for consideration for a Unit
Award in Central Division.

Paulette Anderson
National Security




Poppy

Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation Rhododendron Girls State

Good afternoon. | hope everyone en-
joyed mid winter | thought it was really
nice.

We had only three poppy corsages
turned in for the contest. We collected
$284.89 this will go to welfare. Mor-
gantown 174 won with Shinnston

31 coming in aclose 2nd.

On the poppy pictures, there was five
pictures submitted.

Class 3 grades 6-7, Autumn Bettis,
Capon Bridge.

Class4 grades8-9 SophiaBryant,
Huntington.

Class 6 grades 12, Jocelyn Baker,
Huntington.

Class 10, grades 10-11 Emily Tall-
man, Parkersburg.

Congratulations to everyone. Pictures
will be sent to National.

Remember all end of the year reports
are due earlier thisyear. Chairman
Must have them in be the middle of
May.

CarlaWilfong

Department of WV Chairperson.

Registrar

Good afternoon. | was glad to make it

home and rest for afew days,

Before beginning a busy next few weeks.
| want to thank Dortha Parsons for all her
hard work in the Comfort

Item Room. Also thank Lynda Lloyd,
Peggy Swartz for bringing the

Juniorsto help us. They were abig

help. | want to thank all the units,

Posts, and SAL for their donations. Also
the Moundsville VFW 437 for

Their donation of socks.

We collected over 8,514 items, witha
money value of $13,3166.90,

Money donation of $2,495.00 for a grand
total of $15,661.90.

Everything was divided between the four
VA Hospitals, the Nursing

Homes, and some to Fisher House in
Huntington.

I need your end of the year reports by the
end of April, so we can

Get our reportsinto National.
CarlaWilfong

Department of WV Chairperson.

All materials was given to Units at
Midwinter or mailed after Midwinter.
It was sent to Unit Presidents that did
not get them at Midwinter or in the
mail, please contact me. Mailings
went to the school were mailed, if
your school did not receiveit, please
let me know. There were no numbers
assigned to schools or units, so at this
time you can send as many as you
want. | hope we have to worry about
space this year for the girls. Remem-
ber that the dates are Jun 11-16, 2023
at Davis & Elkins College at Elkins
and the cost is $300 this year.
Deadlines:

Units contact school by March 15th
Registration forms with $300 by to
Department headquarters by May 1st
No money refunded after May 15th
Girls Online Registration completed
by May 30th

Ann Buchanan, Registrar
annbuch@aol.com

304-654-9932 (because of spam calls,

New Committee

Hello Everyone, We hope if you
joined us at Mid-Winter conference
that you enjoyed yourself!

We are anewly created commit-

tee that was established to put togeth-
er aplan to purpose to the Department
Executive Committee. The purposed
plan will cover ideas on how to train
Department Chairpersons or those
who might be interested in serving
and provide information on their role
and

responsibilities. With National doing
away with more and more tools that
use to help Chairpersons, we feel an
alternative replacement method is
needed, while keeping costs to a mini-
mum.
We are asking if anyone wants to see
certain things covered or hasideasto
please reach out to us so we can try to
cover these in our purposed plan.

Lisa Cadwallader,

Chair Lisac.ada7l@gmail.com
Rhonda Best, member
Ann Buchanan, member

please leave a message)

HELP, HELP, HELP!! Information Needed!!

I am working on trying to get information for the backs of the awards. | did sev-
eral last year and could locate the information. However, the information bel ow
istill needed! | am asking Units to go back and see what they can find. | am
asking Past Department President’s for anything they can find or remember.

I am asking for any information you can provide by June 25th to give metimeto
get the information in and prep for the award back before Convention.

Special Project, Theme, Membership Theme, Colors, Icons, Flowers, and/or
Memorable's : June Harbert #31, Ruth Y oho #28, Carol Williams #121, Mary
Ann Piatt #159, Emogene Kirkland #16, Joyce Seamonds #16, Betty Shumate
#32, Marie Bailey #28, EllaMae Short #38, William Mayfield #68, Brady Stone
#71 (I can locate Memorable' s for Brady), Helen Kessler #5, Twyla Finley #121,
Anna Jane Williams #56, Jessica Payne #16

Pictures: Virginia Beaty #15, Lillian Luttrell #91, Margaret Kercheval #56, Vir-
giniaBlake #1, Lorena Jennings #14, Marie Bailey #28, Ella Mae Short #38,
Helen Kesdler #5, Anna Jane Williams #56, Jessica Payne #16

Icons & Flowers: Marlene Bonar #3

Colors & Flowers: Jerri Ritenour #14

Lisa

Lisac.ALA71@gmail.com




Rhododendron Girls State

The 2023 Girls State program is fast ap-
proaching. The registration packets were
distributed if you attended Mid-Winter Con-
ference or will be mailed. The Girls State
session will be held June 11-16, 2023 at Da-
vis & Elkins Collegein Elkins, WV. This
year'stheme will be “Raise Y our Voices.”
Please note with rising costs the registration
fee will be $ 300 per citizen which will in-
clude the cost of the parade t-shirt. Also,
those elected to the Board of Public Works
will be transported to the State Capital in
Charleston to meet with their elected West
Virginia counterparts.
What an amazing opportunity you provide
these citizens to witness from the time they
arrive until they leave. They find themselves
more engaged in leadership, patriotism and
being an informed citizen and many new
friends around the state. Y ou areinvited to
Davis & Elkins on Friday, June 16 for the
Inauguration and Graduation Ceremonies.
We look forward to providing another great
and successful session. Please contact your
school principals and counselors. Introduce
yourself and let them know what our program
isall about. Start securing the funding now.
If | can be of any assistance, please feel free
to contact me or your district representative.
Lynda Lancaster —Loyd

Girls State Chairperson

District Representatives

1st Dist. — Susan Brown

3rd Dist. —

2172 Grandview Rd.
Moundsville WV 26041
304-845-5122

Mary Jo Thomas
279 Rock Lake Road
Fairmont WV 26554
304-366-2912

4th Dist. — Cathy Post

5th Dist.—

6th Dist. —

10th Dist.—

308 Main Street
Middlebourne, WV 26149
304-758-5114

Ann Buchanan

105 Cheyenne Trail
Ona WV 25505
304-654-9932

Peggy Swartz

P OBox 124
Gary WV 24836
304-448-2394

Debbie Fox

874 Longview Drive
Berkeley Springs, WV 25411
304-258-5804



Ways and Means

January 2023 Ways and Means Winners

No one won the first drawing of
2023 for a $100. The winning num-
ber 762 was till in the office.
There were fifteen $25.00 winners
for January and no $200 winner.

Cost for a 2023 ticket is $20.00 and
are good for the whole year! Never
to late to purchase aticket. They
make GREAT gifts!

Ticket sadles are dow thisyear. Re-
member thisisthe only fundraiser
that Department has. Please support!

Please cash your checks!

NOTICE—Please mail check and
stubs to:
Susan Brown
2172 Grandview Rd
Moundsville WV 26041

Check Payable to:
ALA Ways & Means

Susan Brown
Linda Crumm

Name #s City State Date $5$
762 1/02/2023
715 1/03/2023
823 1/04/2023
Jill Davis 691 |Capon Bridge WV | 1/05/2023 | 25.00
Jerome Newsome 311 |Gary WV | 1/06/2023 | 25.00
Gary Davis 567 | Capon Bridge WV | 1/07/2023 | 25.00
178 1/09/2023
083 1/10/2023
Nancy Frost 357 | Cumberland MD | 1/11/2023 | 25.00
Bonnie Haines 639 | Romney WV | 1/12/2023 | 25.00
Gary Buckley 502 | Romney WV | 1/13/2023 | 25.00
H. Patricia Pearce 701 |Gore VA | 1/14/2023 | 25.00
William Barb 348 | Capon Bridge WV | 1/16/2023 | 25.00
939 1/17/2023
916 1/18/2023
557 1/19/2023
Shannon Harshbarger 627 |Huntington WV | 1/20/2023 | 25.00
341 1/21/2023
Amie Dawson 674 |Ft. Ashby WV | 1/23/2023 | 25.00
Ralph Dawson 699 | Buckhannon WV | 1/24/2023 | 25.00
John Desmond 063 | Parkersburg WV | 1/25/2023 | 25.00
Pam Harmon 329 |Marietta OH | 1/26/2023 | 25.00
474 1/27/2023
713 1/28/2023
Frank Weakley 509 |Ridgeley WV | 1/30/2023 | 25.00
John Jefferson 016 |Huntington WV | 1/31/2023 | 25.00







American Legion Auxiliary
Frank B. Bartlett Unit #7
16 North Kanawha Street
Buckhannon, WV 26210

At a regular meeting held on February 14, 2023, the members of American Legion Auxiliary,
Frank B. Bartlett Unit #7 unanimously endorsed April Wilson Wallace for the position of
Historian for the Department of West Virginia for the year 2023/2024.

April’s eligibility is through herself, having served in the U.S. Navy from February 1980 until
her Honorable Discharge in June 1984. Additionally, she would be eligible through her husband,
Michael T, Wallace, U.S. Navy 1964 — 1977,and her Father, John E. Wilson, U.S. Air Force
1954 — 1976.

At the Unit level, April has served as Vice President (Unit 13 Georgia) and President Unit 7.

April served in the American Legion (Dual Member) as a Post Historian (14 years), Post
Adjutant (1 year), District Historian ( 3 years), District Adjutant (1 year), District Junior Vice
Commander (4 years), District Senior Vice Commander (1 year) and District Commander for 1
year and was a 100% Membership District. On the Department Level, April was on the Staff of
Georgia Legion College, was awarded Outstanding Yearbook of the Year and served 3 terms as
the Department Historian.

April is a graduate of the American Legion College, Class of 2011. She placed 3™ Nationally in
the National Yearbook Competition in 2011. Was inducted into ANAVICUS in 2011. Was
awarded the Pioneer Award for founding a new American Legion Post and Legionnaire of the
Year in 1996.

April is married to Michael T. Wallace (Commander of Post 7) and between them they have 4
daughters and 1 son, 14 grandchildren and 3 great-grandchildren.

April worked for the Georgia State Department of Veterans Service until her retirement in 2011.

We, the members of Frank B. Bartlett Unit #7 are very proud to endorse April Wilson Wallace as
a candidate for the position of Department Historian for the year 2023/2024.
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Christine Crit;:.s, Vice President Evelyn hy, Secretary/Tréasurer




March 2023

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4
3rd District
Conference
Shinnston
5 6 7 8 (¢ 10 11
Shinnston
Birthday
Dinner
12 13 14 15 tage |16 17 18
#3 75%
Daylight of goal
SaVi,ng Time The American
Begins Legion Birth-
day
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
10th District
Conference
Huntington
26 27 28 29 30 31

Program of Month

Community Service

AEF




“Christmas 365 around the World”

February 16, 2023

Department Goal— 4935 Membership to Date— 3981

Department Unit 200 Goal—136 Membership to Date— 116

Laura
District 1
Unit 2023 Goal 2023 % of Goa
Wheeling #1 21 14 66.67%
Moundsville #3 244 222 90.98%
McMechen #5 31 15 48.39%
Weirton #10 65 55 84.62%
Cameron #18 156 99 63.46%
New Martinsville #28 104 90 86.54%
Wellsburg #34 29 21 72.41%
Follansbee #45 52 24 46.15%
Pine Grove #31 81 56 69.14%
Paden City #86 90 71 78.89%
Wheeling #89 22 3 1.36%
Newell #114 16 15 93.75%
Hundred #120 38 25 65.79%
Chester #121 134 114 85.07%
TOTALS 1083 824 76.08%
District 4
Unit 2023 Goal | 2023 |% of God
Parkersburg #15 402 354 88.06%
Spencer #21 29 21 72.41%
Pt. Pleasant #23 227 188 82.82%
Tyler County #48 42 37 88.10%
Sistersville #67 56 20 35.71%
New Haven #140 143 114 79.72%
Williamstown #159 89 65 73.03%
TOTALS 988 799 80.87%
District 6
Unit 2023 Goal | 2023 |% of Goal
Welch #8 55 33 60%
Bluefield #9 31 16 51.61%
Beckley #32 33 19 57.58%
Gary #38 97 76 78.35%
Cowen #62 23 21 91.30%
Richwood #97 30 28 93.33%
TOTALS 269 193 71.75%

-

“Candy Canes’
Team
Goal—2459
To Date— 2049
83.33%

Membership
Chairman
A Star

—

“Gingerbread”
Team
Goal—2340
To Date 1816
77.61%

Debbie
District 3
Unit 2023 Goal | 2023 % of Goal
Buckhannon #7 40 30 75%
Clarksburg #13 43 40 93.02%
Elkins #29 121 88 72.73%
Shinnston #31 248 249 100.4%
Braxton County #33 35 22 62.86%
Bridgeport #68 62 53 85.48%
Belington #96 19 15 78.95%
Pickens #122 25 17 68%
Morgantown #174 60 58 96.67%
TOTALS 653 572 87.60%
District 5
Unit 2023 Goal | 2023 | % of Goa
Huntington #16 146 117 80.14%
Logan #19 22 17 77.27%
St. Albans #73 29 20 68.97%
Ceredo-Kenova #93 223 175 75.11%
South Charleston #94 12 8 66.66%
Hamlin #111 47 23 48.94%
Milton #139 57 58 101.75%
Barboursville #177 132 123 93.18%
TOTALS 668 541 80.99%
District 10
Unit 2023 Goal | 2023 | 9% of Goa
Martinsburg #14 71 48 67.61%
Franklin #30 22 0 0%
Piedmont #52 20 15 75%
Berkeley Springs#60| 182 161 88.46%
Moorefield #64 86 69 80.23%
Charles Town #71 118 128 108.47%
Petersburg #78 78 61 78.21%
Romney #91 174 139 79.89%
Charles Town #102 41 33 80.49%
Paw Paw #128 38 30 78.95%
Kirby #134 37 30 81.08%
Ridgeley #136 70 53 75.71%
Capon Bridge #137 158 135 85.44%
Keyser #152 43 34 79.07%
TOTALS 1138 936 82.25%




The SPIRIT isemailed to al Unit Contacts and any Unit Officers or member with an email address, and has
asked for the Spirit to be emailed to them.

All Department Officers, Department Chairmen, District Presidents/Vice Presidents, Past Depart-
ment Presidents with email addresses. Spiritsare posted monthly on the website: www.wvaux.org
Unit Presidents with no email contact will receive afree copy by mail.

Subscription will Cost $18.00

Runs August through July Each Year

MAIL TO:

American Legion Auxiliary
Department of West Virginia
2172 Grandview Road
Moundsville, WV 26041

NAME:

STREET ADDRESS OR PO BOX:

CITY: STATE:
ZIP:







105t Annual State Convention
2023
ADVERTISING FORM

The American Legion

Department of West Virginia, Inc.

I hereby authorize the following advertisement to be placed in the official program of the 105t Annual
State Convention of The American Legion, Department of West Virginia, Inc., scheduled July 6-8, 2023, at
Double Tree by Hilton, Huntington, West Virginia.

Date: , 2023

Name of Post/Unit/SAL

Please specify exactly how your ad should read. Only the information you supply will be published. An
attached copy of your ad is very helpful. Be sure to state if Legion, Auxiliary, or SAL Emblem is requested.

Ad should read as follows:

Authorized Signature:

stesfeste st sfeske sk sfeske sk st skt skeskoste steskesk st stk st stk sk stk st stk sk stk skttt sttt sieteole stttk stttk stk sl itk sttt ko stokokostokol skl stokokostekotokotolokostoloskokokokokokokoskolokstololostololoskolokstolooekokolok solokokokokoskokok

Price List: Full Page $100 Full Page (Color) $160
Half Page $60 Half Page (Color) $100
Quarter Page $35 Quarter Page (Color) $70
Eighth Page $25 Eighth Page (Color) $ 50

Please send your ad along with a check made payable to: The American Legion
P.O. Box 3191
Charleston, WV 25332

Ad and Payment Deadline is June 23, 2023

No Deviation






