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What is this program, and why do we have it?

The Liaison to the American Legion Child Welfare Foundation's goal is to educate members and
the general public about the Child Welfare Foundation (CWF) and its mission, and to provide
financial assistance to The American Legion in their efforts to award grants to youth serving
nonprofit organizations.

ln 1952, Department Commander Dr. Garland D. Murphy Jr. of Arkansas came to The American
Legion with an offer to provide a valuable contribution with the provision that his gift would be
used solely for children. After much study and discussion, the idea of a foundation was
adopted. Later that year, the National Executive Committee appointed a special committee to
determine the feasibility of establishing such a proposed foundation. After the legal work was
completed, on July 9,1954, the foundation was duly incorporated under the laws of the State
of lndiana. ln L955, it gave its first three grants totaling 522,500. To date, more than SfS.f
million has been awarded from The American Legion Child Welfare Foundation to organizations
to assist the children of this country. Though created by The American Legion in 1954, the
American Legion welfare Foundation is a separate 501(c)(3) corporation.

The highest priority of the Child Welfare Foundation is to provide other nonprofit organizations
a means to educate the public about the needs of children across the nation. lt is an
exceptional gift for exceptional children. Not allAmerican children grow up inside the
comfortable definition of normal childhood development. For thousands, each day is a
challenge marked by pain, prayer and perseverance. Many of these youngsters require
specialized care. To overcome their obstacles, they need help from you and the American
Legion Child Welfare Foundation.

The foundation accepts proposals from nonprofit organizations for projects that contribute to
the physical, mental, emotional and spiritualwelfare of children through the dissemination of
knowledge about new and innovative organizations and/or their programs designed to benefit
youth. Units and departments are eligible to request a grant for Children & Youth projects or
initiatives by following the guidelines on the Child Welfare Foundation website.

What can you do?

Provide financial assistance to the American Legion Child Welfare Foundation.

ldeas:

As a Member:

. Participate in any cwF fundraisers sponsored by your unit or department.



Asa

. Become a unit chairman to coordinate fundraising activities'

. Ask friends and family members to support the CWF.

. For your personal donations to be recognized towards your unit and department for

The American Legion Child Welfare Foundation Awards, please request donation

envelopes by emailing admin@cwf-inc.org or by calling3IT-63O-L2O2, or go to

www.cwf-inc.org to donate online or to print a donation form to mail2AL6-2OL7

Unit:

. Appoint a unit chairman to coordinate fundraising activities.

. Encourage your unit to work towards winning the 100% Per Capita Banner for

donating 51.00 per member to the Child Welfare Foundation

. Provide members with a small bag/box/bank and ask them to put their change in the

bag every Friday. Bring the container filled with coins at the final meeting of the year.

. Play games during unit meetings to raise money. Some ideas include:

o "!O Cents a Doo/' - Take a cute container to the meeting and ask each

member to drop a dime in the container for every door in their house.

o B-;-N-G-O!- Play four games for a quarter a game after the meeting. The

winner of each game receives half of the proceeds, and the other half goes to

the Child Welfare Foundation. o Holiday exchange - Rather than exchanging

gifts, take a holiday stocking to the meeting and fill it with money for "our kids!"

o 50/50 Raffle - proceeds will add to your Child Welfare Foundation donations.

o "A Penny an lnch" - Collect a penny for each inch of a member's height. Be

prepared ! Take a measuring tape to the meeting just in case someone doesn't

know how tallthey are.

o "A Nickel a Ctasp" - Collect a nicket for every button, belt, tie, zipper, hook and

eye, snap, etc. (remember the bra) that members have on their attire.

. lf your unit participates in a fish fry or another dinner for your community, donate part

of the proceeds to Child Welfare Foundation.

. Pair up with a local school and see if you can hold a tailgate party in the parking lot

before a footballor baseballgame. Sell hamburgers and hotdogs and give part of the

proceeds to Child Welfare Foundation. Be sure to have information about The American

Legion Family on hand to pass out, including membership applications.

. Hold a garage sale. Ask for members to donate items and the proceeds of the items

can be donated to Child Welfare Foundation.

. lnclude reminders to donate to CWF in newsletters, on websites and on social media.

. For your unit donations to be eligible for the American Legion Child Welfare

Foundation Awards, please request donation envelopes by emailing admin@cwfinc.org

or by calling 3L7-630-t202.


